STATE OF MICHIGAN
STATE BOARD OF EDUCATION

DEFINITIONS OF FULL ACADEMIC YEAR,
GRADUATION RATE, AND
ATTENDANCE RATE

Full Academic Year

For a school district: Students must have been enrolled in the school district for the two most

recent semi-annual official count days.

For an individual school:

1.

Students must tlave t)een enrolled in ttle sctlool tor ttle two most recent semi-annual

official count clays .

For students in their first year in a school t)uilcting because of the gracte structure of the
receiving school (tor example, a student “gractuating77 from a K-4 elementary school to a
5-8 middle sctlool) , the student will be considered as tlaving been in the middle school for
a full academic year if the student was, in the previous year, enrolled in another school (in

this case the elementary sctlool) in the same school district.

Students who have been in the school district for a full academic year but have moved
from t)uitding to t)uilding at the same level (ttlat is, etementary to elementary) , within the
district will be counted in the district’s Aclequate Yearly Progress (AYP) but not in a
building’s AYP.

Graduation Rate

1.

For purposes of calculating graduation rate, a “school year’ will be considered as from the
start of a school’s academic year ttlrougtl August 31. This allows the gra(tuation rate to

include seniors who gra(luate cturing the summer.

A beginning target percentage gractuation rate will be established for the state. This
t)eginning target will be established in a manner similar to the calculation of achievement
targets for actequate yearly progress in Reading and Mathematics. All tligtl schools in the
state will be arrange(t in ctescencting order of gra(tuation rate percentage, along with the
enrollment for each school. The gra(tuation rate of the tligtl school at the 20 percentile
of total state tligtl school enrollment will become the initial target gracluation rate for the
state. The initial target graduation rate will remain constant for two years, 2003-04 and
2004-05, but will be increased in 2005-06, 2008-09.



It estimated at this time that the 20™-percentile-of-total-enrollment formula will result in
p
a loeginning statewide target gracluation rate of approximately 80%.

Schools above this rate will be considered as malzing AYP. Schools below the rate will be
considered malzing AYP if tlley achieve a certain percentage growtll within the first two
years of estal:)lisliing the target rate, and a certain percentage growtli every year thereafter

(“sate llarloor") .

For schools whose gra(iuation rate is initially below the state target rate, the amount of
improvement needed to achieve “safe harbor” will be calculated lay sulotracting a school’s
actual gracluation rate from the state target rate. In order to be considered as malzing
AYP l)y a “safe harbor” approacli, a school will be expecte(i to reduce this gap number loy
ten percent (10%), to be achieved over a periocl of two years.

Four years will be considered the normal perioci of time for a lligl’l school student to earn a
regular cliploma. For a lligll school containing gracles below gracte 9, eg. 7-12 lligll
school, only gra(ies 9-12 will be considered. Fora 10-12 liigti school, the normal periO(i
will be four years and, for purposes of calculating gracluation rate, it will be necessary to
l)egin traclzing the cohort in gra(ie nine in the district’s middle or junior l’ligl’l school. For
a student with disabilities (special education stuclent) ) the student’s Individualized
Educational Program Team (IEPT) may determine a specitic “normal periO(l" for this
student.

Graduation rate will be compute(i on tollowing ninth gra(ie students as a cohort tlirougli
the years of l'iigl'i school.  Graduation rate will be calculated on the percentage of the
cohort who earn a regular cliploma. When students exit from a school district, an exit
code for the student must be entered into the Single Record Student Database (SRSD) at
the Center for Educational Performance and Information (CEPI). These codes will be
used to determine what students will remain in the cohort l)eing tollowecl, to calculate the

graciuation rate.

Students with the tollowing CEPI codes will be considered as in the cohort and will be

included in the calculation of gra(luation rate:

01 — Graduated from general education with a cliploma.

02 — Graduated from general education with a (liploma and appliect toa
clegree granting college or university.

03 — Graduated from an alternative program.

04 — Graduated and applie(i to a non—clegree granting institution.

05 - Completecl general education with an equivalency certificate.

06 — Completect general education with other certificate.

07 — Droppe(i out of school.

10 - Expelle(i from the school district (no further services).

11 — Enlisted in military or Jol) Corps.

13 — Incarcerated.

16 — Unknown.



10.

17 - Placed in a recovery or rehabilitative program.

19 — Expected to continue in the same school district.

20 - Special Education student — received certificate of completion.

21 - Special Education student — reached maximum age for service.

22 — Special Education student — no longer receiving services and return

to general education program.

The ninth (or tentll) gracle cohort will be reduced l)y students who exit from school cluring
the high school grades according to the following CEPI exit codes:

08 — Enrolled in another district in Miclngan.

09 — Moved out of state.

12 - Deceased.

14 — Enrolled in home school.

15 — Enrolled in a non—pul)lic school.

18 — Left adult education.

25 — Special Education student — enrolled in special education in another district.
26 — Special Education student — enrolled in another district, not in

Special education.

The tollowing CEPI exit codes would require the student to remain in the denominator

but would not be counted as “gra(luating" in the calculation of gracluation rate:

05 - Complete(l general education with an equivalency certificate.

06 — Completecl general education with other certificate.

07 - Droppe(l out of school.

16 — Unknown.

20 - Special education student — received certificate of completion.

21 - Special education student — reached maximum age for services.

22 - Special education student — no longer received services and returned to general

education program.
The tollowing CEPI exit codes will be used to calculate clropout rate:

07 - Droppecl out of school.
16 — Unknown.

For purposes of calculating AYP for a tligl'l school, a tour—year (gra(les 9-12) cohort will
be used for all Michigan higll schools. This will entail starting with the ninth graclers in
the schools that feed into lligl'l schools that serve only gracles 10-12. Because (lropouts
typically occur between gracles 9 and 10, a clisparity will lilzely appear in the gra(luation
rate of a 9-12 lligll school versus a 10-12 l’ligll school. While the official AYP status will
be determined as just described, it is plannect that higll schools will be given a second,
a(lvisory AYP status, based on a 10-12 coliort, enal)ling all lligl’l schools to be comparecl

using the same calculation method.



11. It is not an expectation that, like student proﬁciency in English Language Arts and
Mathematics, the target goal for graduation rate in Michigan should reach 100% ]oy
2013-14. The reality of high school enrollment, in Michigan and elsewhere, would make
this an improl)a]ole if not impossil)le goal to reach. [t is expec’cecl, however, that grow{h
toward higher targets should be encouraged. Based on an estimated loeginning target
gracluation rate of 80% for 2002-03, the foﬂowing intermediate target goals are

recommended:

2005-06 — 85%
2008-09 — 90% This rate would be remain in effect ’chrough 2013-14.

Atten(lance Rate

The calculation of attendance rate will be based on data submitted to CEPI in the SRSD,

comparing:

o Each student’s total possﬂ)le number of attendance clays that year, based on the student’s

da’ce of enroument.

i Each student’s actual clays of attenclance, out of the total attendance days possible for that
student.

A school’s attendance rate will be the aggregate total number of days of actual attendance for all
students in the school, divided loy the aggregate total number of possi]ole days of attendance for all
stuclents, based upon each student’s date of enroﬂment, times 100, to obtain a percentage figure.

The initial percentage target for the state will be: 85% attendance. Schools above this percent
will be considered making AYP. Schools below this percent will be considered making AYP if,
over a period of two years, Jchey reduce ]Jy 10% the percentage of students representing the gap
between the 85% target and the school’s actual rate (“safe har]oor"). (Example - school
attendance rate: 70%. 85% minus 70% = 15% gap. 15 times 10% = 1.5. School target
becomes 71.5% in order to make AYP))

It is not expected that Michigan’s eventual target attendance rate would be 100%. The realities
of student attenclance, in Michigan and elsewhere, would make this an improbal;le if not
impossi]ole goal to reach. Tt is expecte(l, however, that grow’ch toward higher targets should be
encouragecl. Based on an estimated beginning target attendance rate of 80% for 2002-03, the

foﬂowing intermediate target goal is recommended:

2008-09 — 90% This rate would remain in effect through 2013-14.

Adopted April 24, 2003
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